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This chapter is a series of questions and answers between John Sofos and Bruce Tompkin,
giving Bruceâ€™s perspective as a food microbiologist on food safety. Progress depends on
epidemiologic studies by public health agencies and research by universities and government
laboratories. Industry responded to microbial hazards and food-pathogen combinations with
good manufacturing practices (GMPs) and hazard analysis and critical control point (HACCP)
systems. Examples demonstrate improved consumer protection. Success depends on control
measures, regulatory approval and consumer acceptance. Existing weaknesses and the
underlying reasons are described. The challenge for the food safety community will be to find
acceptable solutions and achieve the higher level of protection that consumers expect.
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